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SHOWGRIRLS
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HOW TWO WILD AND CRAZY GUYS SEDUCED STARS
FOR THEIR FLEDGLING STUDIO, SPENT OODLES OF
CASH, AND BLEW UP A LOT OF STUFF. INCLUDING
THEIR OWN WHITE-HOT CAREERS. BY DANIEL FIERMAN
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finid prncdiaced fiast abond cvery bilg, duimb, lead, greeftable setion mevis in town, They were the money,

Frntrnet nnd Thtal Mecall. They spent wildly on
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gkl cinses studio executives o onrse bitcerly: And Ehedr enampsny
irmpbieciod i o dhebeecle of peetty Realotsy amd bitter conapstition, mot to
mentin federd myvestigitions and bankraptey procesdime:. Une
|ost everytiimis, end the ather witteed aff & rich mon,
Here's how it all went dght, And then wrong.

T'2 FRETEY MUCH LOET TU HEIFTORY NOW, DOT THERE
wiat m Hme whenJfoha Rambo wos considered o esrious
biternay fipmore. Yot o book it vp, The New York Thres
hislec] Dinvicl Morpells 1972 novel Firat Bleod ae g wild-
Iy entertainimg, ard nkmost imporaeat, Vietnim-grn noval
Wirner Bros, hodl Eried to make Ferst Sleon with Clint East-
wirod, with Steve MeGmeen, with Al Pacino, evet with Dustin Hoff-
pan, By the timae a eoupls of praducers affered to buy Wirner's
rights fir 2888, 000 in 1950, Forst Blood had moee than S0 differsnt
seresnplays and & toxie reputation. 8o the stulis sold It taking
every cent thas Mo Bessar and Ancy Vigro il
Foaasme and Vajnm bl mob four yoeers earller il the Canpes film
festival The two Europesns—Yama was n Mo mefuges, Fas-
anr s Lobarssa-TulEan—hit it off immodintoly, ©T had Becn desipm-
[ng wigs In Hong Kong" remembers Vigoa, pow S8 Thon Lgot inlo
erionvlis Wit Mo joined e bare, s we started.” They strsds o
deal for an awfinl Roger Mooee movie calbod Th Steitian Cross, buy-
frije tihie Al for S820 00k Kagsur Do o Az aned sold i for 22220 (00,
Arnd weth LS prad Bnpreofite spiece, they baptized themr new freign
andas ventore Ceralod was o [defimet] Panamuninn oy, x
plains Knssy, 52 “We just boopght the niume. I mens pathing” ©
Pleanr wnd Vifra slawed an meanny understanding of foreign
rrariiets ot a tme wlen moat of Hollywomd viowoed the rest af thi
wordd a e dinelsied ses o red ol *They Enew Bhe mbernidiceid
distribiation bosness sowell, " remembers Alan Parkes, who directed
Angel Head fop Caralen, “They Agured met thot 60 pereent af
revere af o e comes from onteide the TS market. Andy and
Mo persoeudly kissar al! the warlidwitle oeal indepandent distribe
oo Working out of @ ammbl offies on Melroee Avenue with thine
clesslist fnetiyr emeh otlser nnd Vajina's wife and Basssaes givifnend ak
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Rk At a dismal
| " First Blood
test screening

" a voice rose up
from the audi-
ence screaming

“Where is the
tf director of
- this film? He
should be
strung up!”
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secretaries, they quickly developed a reputation ss
exports in the fold—aend they made meney, But
hoor wumbod to b mnee than fust imovie recellers,

Wajnp wis the ane who saw something i the
First Blocd seript, and they both agreed
Sxyivester Stallone, mn aetor fresh off Nl ithoers,
shwralid szar, *Hnllone wanted Ures nnd @ Talf milfion. Baek then thad
wag poerazy wmount of money,” soys Kassar, “We said we'll give you
ey, gl [ EEue et ] oene nnd o bald o can take frotn television sales,
His people agreed, but we =till kad to romanee Stallone, Wi need to
g0 to the mming where his hod o boat. Anid this guy, he [Tesd] guns
everywhers, and one day for fun [ sk m (£ 1 can shood the gan,
andl [ blaw the s—- ot of Andy’s enn [ jusl missed Likn. He condint
hestr fior about. two wenks, But we got Stallone e slgn,

“We 't huve money to mike the movie. We el none, sctually.
So we wenl to Paris, to my godfnther (o banker named Josef El
Khioury], and Tnokesd ot him with o very stenight feee snd s, “We
wiotah Wl poame maney frony vou to malke this movie,” And be cuid,
"I_II-;_',|:|,'I bt el Al we saicd, B mitlion.” Aonel B hiIIII. Yo're
siire yon ean zedl 17 And we snid, No problem!™

Firat Blowd wis o disaster from Lthe start, Kirk Dowgrlis, who
il s8pned as Ramba's nemesis and was then o bigprer intermi-
thornd sl than Stallone, squabbled with the star wnd direstor Ted
Kotehef! over the ending and nltimately quit (Richard Creooa e
placed ldmb Far bl purt, Kotehefl wis overpowered by Stallons

sdd
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el Bl el of Glim winile the boeheot rock-
whod el S17 million. A= the

manthe [ato, Stallone rraw forone.

Theg: poommized birm the film wonild ghoct for Threee monchs, ond it
thns smmd] towm in Canada. Sylvesten started ranting

¥& Kotchef. “Andy and

il I.;-|I|vi'!::.'.'i=|l_'_ |'.'u .'_'r.'..-. ]:-I LU R |.l|'|'..| ||il-'-l:'\-_| |-|-j-_ r]_||_ ||;|.'_

1 the mickdle od

nnel raving and swenrine & Moe sreal” 80

Mo hwel mever ki to danl with o big stor Bee this, [Stallone’s then

Hiorl Wi

sttt oo, "o the s

vive: beside me watching, aml he sail Lo me

TSR

ek, Ehe fnsthall comes in &t (K miles per

hdars® | think that wis thei® Grst experience of big-leyme pltcing

The first test sereening of the film, &t & subsirban Las Yegas the
mbor; wins predicenbly dismal. The movie rolls

vidoe rose from the mdi

i, nnd whin the lighi=
a1, there wis degl sllenee, Then @

I BCTEATTIND W Tere ik e director afdkis il s He should s

i II;'I'I"'.'II '|-_'-I|i:'l '_, -'-_I'r.; Ol 'I'.I' ||:|I-|-: (s

1. We thawht, iy be wi

f 125wl into Eeritus depres:
il

cam iy the nepnbve back aod e it 18 was termble” says Stal-

logwr, “Wia jriet deridod tooedic it dowm, [T the midells of thar, | Mars

Wil Va)ma workoed behind tho ncenoa,
Kassarwas cloarly tho publo face of
Caralpn, Kessar with (1) Schaarne-
nogger on tho T8 sod, ( 3) Camaron and
Mara Sheiver, pnd £5) Lindn Hamiiton;
id] Pator Hoffman and LL Gool J; (55 Vajnp
ol work with Stnllonp dusing Bnmbe il
{5} Kassar fawing wiih Mick Jassen

ani] Ay sl Cikay, welve tnvited by
era to Ree the film, bat all we have tsdi
il rnimites, And wewant yon to go o them
arel =y tlaia is Dl et thilng pou' v ever T assoednbioe] with thail
the actlon & premrpomt in escellenee And 1 sadd, “Plis st tone |

= 14 peopde wers hokling thiele stomscha? Aml Moo aolid; “Trasl

the Secvnil Comdng. 1 sahd Andy aml Moo nie the best proeoeers i

ther sonrhid; Ty robinbl: peakod, T never di betters And my nose |

gronelnge by lesape tuid bownds, And thise pollel Sl L v ecedlent.

I went e, T worked!!
The wesrbd righits dold ol §n Gve mimtes.

N4 EAW THEIR

FTER FIRET RLAOGE, KASTAR, ANT VAT

F 1 -
apningg: The sequel gt greenlit with asedpt fom o g

wriler-tireebor Wi ran with the Caroles erowel mrcd

. His e wns . James

grooved oo thelr munyenel sens

Carneron. =W miet et alimsmlly® nemembers Vo = Hees ago

art dhrector with Bower Cormsn sl el direseteed 20 movie ol

merituir 2, [ 11 wens| this worst pleses

LB




Exveryone npreed that Cam ,.f
AEOE oo seresnplay, on e

ather hond, wis good—hbnt Stal-

lone hid other idess. Working H‘{
with divector George Cosmotos,  RNSEY
Stallane ratoaled the seript and
heidedd o Mexien for a storm-
ridden sboot, The final predd-
net, i 334 milkion right-wing §
fintnsy that imagrined Riumtbo
= 4 hero pefiphiting thee Viee-
nam War betrayed whatey-
o subitlety fekersd within
Lhe fret [hm, Crities
iraglwed it The left reviled
it, But Rosvho found an
simirver in Hongld Reagun—who on the evie of the relamss of

Amserican hostiges In Lebinon annoiesd, S saw Sambo last
night, and next thme 17 hnow what todo,”

T 1080, the Firet Bl segqued toesed Blo o o sy-spauting
peyvsar Hapfino geessed 150 mulllon-—asl yielded Rambo bed
sheets, Rambo-petlon [EELTES, £ven, I|'i|.r|'|:l'||'.r|,.-:|_l.'. il Hiinis
Saturdoyv-morning cartone, Vaimiand Kissar added o ghew ol ox
eettbyes Lo hnndle the merchuise and develop nes peojects,
Within thres yeprs, Caroleo's atoff went from 6 employeécs to
e L 100K #Sualebenly vou'd go Inan elevator and vou't] s
three peopde Lhal vou'd never seen balore,” snve Kassar 20t wag
totally oob of sonteal® Ba b 1066, tleey hired o wver nomed Pe
ter Hoffman to overses [ all,

A qudck-minded Yale Law grdisite, Hoffmmn was o brillint
min of hettamless Hollswaol mmbition. Introadiesd 1o Vigna omd
Bz by Toen Podloek (wld woiih! lubor min Univenud Pietuares),
hix wies aomaster of oomphicated o shelter doak. "We wore vory
mpreased by Peber,” s Yoo “He was very-talented anel very
hirght, He was godng to shaw g bow to build an empie”

HaolTmin's firet sispeeses mn [P0 Sl flooded e e mpEny wikls
ensh. Btep two: & buayinge spree 1w brogght in o biild the com
puirry," sty Hillints. “Se natuially 1 abnrtsd kking S migor de-
gttt First ennse 1VE BEntertainment, a sideo outit that antil
Ehe=n Tl poroelueed feptime=s b dnoy sl e by e, et mermed
with Lichirman Enterprises to form LIVE—) oy el
apuiisn oY il linrndesd to Jose Menondier, (Y, Bt Jose Mamomsle)
Uender Hoffman sgeervision, Cumden eventaniy banght g TV divi-
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As_ industry outsiders, how did Kassar and
Vajna lure big-name talent? By overpaying.

ghom, @ Al ds=srbnition comgimay, and mualiple vidoeo oo,
Menowluibe, Vg o Kesear laud besn doing somat bisvinge of
Ehattir e In 1086, Ehaoyt prioehased o Sunsot Baslevard bailding
Lhal ey pefnshiiomsd intoon momsarenl foslice, stos|, s |'_|:l-;|||':.',
1 Hwwens mot e th podaces of Shddom Hussem,” remembers Paol
Vertmesren, whio diveetest two features foe Corolen, "Bt it wng
i) T Eheye weent sfrer tbomt, Tron binge thit iz still the g
i Hal brwoge] Jegend, Boassar wned Vigmn torgetod 4 LERTTITH ol k-

s, chrectors and stars ol offered them loerative denl= Attrnct-
el b ineeretiblo smonin s of ey ool w ;l||i|' nf f|'-:i-:l|||_-_'|||| nb -
eovtives wla wmeld gresnlipht 5 movie bt drop of © lot, most
aperly joined wp,

S anwe foor wou bl Retind Emmerich, Renny Harlin, Oliver
st Jomies Cnemeepvn, Adrnn Lyme, Paoal Verhosven, sl sharing
odfices, Tt was inevediblel™ sayve Dean Devlin, who cowrote Chi-
ewrad Soviier nnel Stergate far Coroleo. “And you got. pald meeh
more than vou ot paid anywhers elea,”

Indeed, Knssar and Vajnn were indiistry suteiders, so they
itramatienily vvermid to ret bip-nome talent—starting with the
parprtecd S0 million they hambed v Stallone for Soemb JTE e
Found & hinle in the s
jeinE By 38 mhllion apanst 1 pereent of the geoss, and then the
pctare rrosses 100 millien, you've paid him 250 millien. Bub iF
v ean et him fore [o Mat] five, that’s moch eheapses”

Cileefilly stoloed by apents, sn o of Boopehed-earth Bidding wirs
[ Rl broikie st culrminstings in oo of the mest. Bunnes apisodes
in Cprales stary: when Exssar goyve Amold Schwarsensmrer a

s’ |1|lif|a;=|i|'!|:-.'_" EANE ‘L".|j|;;| _]r.""'”l-"‘




slighily nsed Guliesream T (worch aboat 514 mil
licm) ik gardn Tendnador &, I wnen't long before
the pompany Bonght itsell s jet, the partners
e it ransions i Bel A and Beeerly Hilks,
il Knsair was being siiived spound town n
stretel Bnousines with CAROLCO plites,

e weas wild. One day, Roceo Viglhetta, whow
fow deccased and was prebably one of the
bt Soretum-snbes guys in history, eame i and
apld. “I= aryhody axpecting @ hig chook? ™
anya former VP of prodoction Fobsart Bii- 6.

siorwakl “ [ aakl e, Al Andly said, ook, R
; dm

%

)

B ot 1= thepheek ™ Amd Heeed said, Fiv
miltion dolldes." He hal just pecaived o
chesck by peuistered delivery for 35 millioo,

il by bl g elie what i wes for™

Mo CAROLOD TANKED [H1TM-
plhle. A tldied Feoapha film waa on
e st This coersing was in bust
pises wibly Alichoe] Disiclies snd
Arnokl Schwarzeneg per, The offless
weera uah with talent. booee, cash,

Alter fa

el wodmen, Bul s Bhe exeeitihe ||:.':|1:-:-. IJ:I'...:!'E ey |.'|.'|_'..

A er Roaat, we were Lyl Do beeoend i mugdar stodio: T fel
thind v thewng ddiseetion.” save Vo “My feelings were tery
rjegrtiver w1 catse] 2 lob of friction Bebween Mare, mysell’ and
Peter, whe wis by then Mo diht hand, | dlaagresd with whers
Ehioe st Lo g, usdl Preter pliveed oee dpos agalnst auch othier He
weinkibiad Do bt parines" Sas Basss Y10 wis divils and congbes”

Bt Hasaar and Vajno fooght bitterdy 6 1960, as Yajna grew
el mhiul inenssing overhoad, debt Jowl, company besses, il
Hoffman's fegrrossivie buying strategy. He wanbed out. Al on
Dlee, i, 1080, Kassar boigghl Vajoa 352 percent of Caralen for
mheitst 1060 sniflinn,

H1E wmes Lhe iy after Chirsst o il b cospperrsy e sl plossls
Fak overybody wees there for the brnnsictbon,” rememders Michells
Fteihl, Bassnrs then aesistunt. The mpele Coawplina o W Dusd)]
cormr gt il smrebody hed replicsd this fases fon e poster] with
Mimm ancd Andy, it wae the fieeling: b wes aadivoree "

Vil Widnn creshesd hiz considormnbde chaek dad went affto il
thie moderatoly sueeszeful Cinorgd Picbures—ahens he woald
eviantually produoce fre faoad Wiklow Vieegeance, Eoifa, anid
Nranm=—Kmapnr -"|'-';I'iI|I'I| v, |'1'||I'|:l.|1|||I_'.' aiffiseril Iy 1l
Aiapri=t 1989 mrder of his nidehbor moil LIVE C O Jea Mesen
ez by his somE, the exenbive beepme inerensingly permsioid,
chinrging Cariden for-fall-time armesd gunrde ab his srattraa ity el isr
recuiving doutls thresti, He pdeo turned on Hoffman after o slock
transsetion the lnwyer hind srennged for B oans fozen by an
L ubdgrer whia poblicly ceneoreol Rawsprin pespoanse L onossine
Fiolel s s, (T s iait v bvbor st i Aned Brs bosenime psasiss|
with besting hie former partner, fmmmesly: methiddoge Ve for
Joo Esztorhas” Heate Trovkir et ;-:'r'i]:-‘. by raising this |||'i-.'¢: from
S00,000 Lo B8 millbor i o ol iy

“Andy smzed the compnny wis fllingwport,”™ saes ome |
time Camoleo nezaeinte, “He wss smart -'rn'-'.|;:;|| tooemith mi=hi

anw ihe hambwriting on thi wall Avd Mardo deonls She Kool ARL™
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bo is
Republicap

“1sawRambo
last night,”
said Presi-
dent Reagan,
“and next
time I’'ll know
what fo do.”

By tlue Blapge this 18600 Cannes (il

festival collesd nroned; Kasaar wans de-

terminod e provie his was the alghs
e Hu pud sercenwriber Steven de
Sntiz 0g Ehe compny pline 1o plech g
geript 1o Sylvester Stallanes “They
[ehertored] & 787, and basieally every
parenn an Eollywond thnl yoilve sver
hiznedl of wak an this plene,” reealls
writer. "Schwarzenepger, Doglas,
Camenon. If this planes had gona dowm, Toronto wadlel nime b s
s e pitad of the v,

"5y wa ot the pool [of the Hotel du Cop | with all Ehisie bopless
it s snrrounsdmg him, nnd 1 piteh bim the story and he s,
T e 16! T'm o o Arll Mo wgd, 'Ctusid! Beimibeas | almauly
o] the freworks with the neme of this movie on i Later thal
evening, the title of de Somm's flm, feofor HEpp the night sk *The
payTeT " sars th writer with m Inogeh. 1 e movis pevir ool midis”

Tt waa very Lestosterane-charged,” sive Kenne Pealt, i former
=it “'There was alwiys & party. Holond wemhi have portaies,
Reqiry hnd & gy eovery other wonloond nit in balib, il vy
hocly-from Caraleo wionk] show wp, 18 wees 6 porty abmeesphsens Thal
what | remembier—that aod metting whetever yo smnted. Tameild
gaty things e “on Enow, 1 need a nesy eompmtor Sl theasl sy,
Uy, ik abo o wemt © And. 1w Bl 1 wank o fidl-eereen oo
ftowe sl this and that aned it 85,000," Arl they'd] ey, O™ And |
v Bl A g ermsy? Do o assisn e

“T Enew even at that timne that this eould nol Enst, Thig party
cottdd mot poop”

It wa= a wilk] time—und somevwhat ont of contral, One bighemnk
iy ex-Ciraleo cxgeutive estimstes thal the compeny hiel almost
TN movies dh idevelopenent aml was reled=mg rowsshly fonr o vear
Amndl, tnevensbngly, the movies that flid got mmde cotared, Filns
Mk Afe Avpeibea o Nessea Margin hnd g sorioas effost on the
curmpriny's botbom loe

This rest aof the basiness was alaoin teouble. Heffmon's offorts to
trn Chrrnden Evto o mind-sedio peovsl disssteons, LTVE wod the'TY
sz were both Josing money: Portions of the vicleo Ny had to ba
apal o mevd (ehes, The banding woes of 1 moant the B of coed
it aloweid to notldng. Holfman pot these ennplex stroetiured an
eveyledng, 1T [ wante] fo by yor oo bsed toem it into s eompli-
enten] deal." savs Tl Spinks, Corolen'® foemer Bead of businoss
- gpnny o hit the fim Marko skl ‘Pater,

vl on gond” Whethiee thet veils Bule o not.” Even now Ksesar

affiiee S0 whin the #



From 1882 to 1885 Carolco released 28 movies, which grossed
a total of 31.1 billion domestically. Some did staggeringly
well. Some did staggeringly not so well. Herewith the gross-

es that tell the story of the rise and fall of Carolco Pictures.

it ; =111 -
.F.I_REI.-EEJDB [8AZ) iy TOTAL RECALL {ieesd) F#4q LINTVERSAL SJ:ILEI.EH [1sea” _E-EJ_
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EXTREMEPREJUDGE (267) &1L JABOHS LADOER (12 E1 CUEFHANGER (45" g0
@“Bnl[?ﬂ-ﬂl __-?-_L'L'l'_ HAMLET (100K RHLT HEANEM AN EARTH (hE23y L)
D HEAT (TS #i00 LA STOEY {1967 $2ED STARGATE (18" iha
DEEPSTAR SN 1988) e THE D00RS 5317 wie Bl usTor i Doy w5
JOHNKY HARDEOME (1566} B3 TEAMIHATOR E JUDGMENT Y (200" 52048 SHOWGIRELS (Teegy Fn4
R | o T, | o T
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ciima that be condd “harely anderstind W0 percent of any-transae-
tope thot Hodtmin wis explaiming toome,” (froniend |y, Hoffmem's ac-
cjuislEinns D out Lo b sslamblie—los ot stiedios—n the lonje
terin The LIV E sideo By, for éxample, 3 now ownesd by Laons
o el g ] 3230 emillion s yens)

Clarnlon lesl 255 milllion b 2T, When Vidoo wes st Cumoleo, b
cxnihid ilvenys be relwsd om to coonter his pormaers. rockdes s spomwi-
Igr—Daif it Eng et enllest v of mide B wihich Hioffmon woes i)l gait-
el An adood mmean, b hod Breke slall with tibont omed, with his siquis-
Bans ]Lr-nuu'dulginj_r. TR, fittlp r'|'|~|:|il;|il'|l:|.' witdnm the O PE,

e wns Dhis rome At thnn whon Krsrar dbeckiod to make
Civer Stomede Tt Doors, o meovie Halliman felt wos grossle avers

busibrele] ak SR mmillion, When Stone ssked for 85 mitfion more 1o |

finigh the fitm, Hoffmen mefiiesd, Stane went. sronnd Hoffman o get
Eliis gziht bt wegaie Puriowes st the esseutive for iampading him, Soon af-
ter; thi director went to o pet storn, boeght o mezle, and =sent it te
K, with instraictions to slap it on his sttack dogr, Peter Hoffman,

Mo npproves] some Lhings that 1 think he ehouldn’® hove to ot
the e corpdobed , smd e gnded wp losimge mopey,” recalls Hofl=
ik, The movie graosscd et 554 mallion, nnd Hioffimon resigned his
prsitbon s paressilomnt in e of 1962, Kosene kopt the musle on
b elessk mmbal thie digy b lefl the company,

HE FINANCEAL WHE THAT SUPPORTED CAROLEOS MIsCl-
puds was dizzyvingly mirieate, 1t worked toavoid fxes,
1t workend tooensare the fubares of the company’s founcers.

It alzo warked Lo sttret the ntiention of the govemment.
The enrly 195k was w Eord Gme to be s fax lewger in Hollyrwoad,
T 18s hsil talsn oo interest in the movie indostry's propensity
o erefive peeounting, and Kafsme amid Vigne were big tirgets,
It wenz only b matiar of time bafore (he Feds cune calling. 1E cee-
tminty didn’t hedp that & prinning Kassar appearved on the cover of
Ll Lan Angiles Times Coalendar Wogasine undiar the header

"Elodlywood's Billion-Dolloe Man® just weeks alter the [TRS set up
its Hollywood 1ask foree. By 15045, the govermment had lnonehid o
137
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yuurs-long aodit of Kassar's sind Vojna's personal finanees, soek-
ing binek baxes and ponnkties nmournting te S1ELT millkon, Bat first
thi povormment wont aiter Hoffmom—alleginge that e hael Ton-
nartive] mlmost 5 molhon dodlers oo himsell thoogh the COMmEIny
withond puyinge neont 3n baxes,

It protty elear thal they wanted me fo mall over on-Andy amd
oo, ezyvs Holfman, “Bat they dlso wanted Lo prevent people in
the fiiks from daing what wo did with effshome s sheloers, Which,
ot womy woares Latolly Tegitimuda”

HaofTrmas vemained defiont. The cluy of s trind, Te anmoanesd Gt
hiz Fend waluntarily paidd his baek taxes. Tlen bis lawyers mousted &
vigorois (i expemsive) defimss—are thist wos parthy finsmeed Ty
Vaina, who hiwd boured B SE00H0. Soon Yajod himeslf made an
appearanes, testifing thae the momey inquestion wiss sctually o no-
interest loan. The TRER sttormeny™ offles el beon deftly outmineo-
vered—bhe jury dismissssd oo of tle eoomts amd desdiocksd on teo
othrs. T 19657, Haoffman paid s 56 000 fine and pleaded maitty to 6
i clerneancn. Vdnn wos never chargd, Dot podd boel taxes of
S5 endllion i 2000, Anid Bassar? o wisn't elurrasl aithes, but with
fimitod ineome and moanting legal fees, he wns aleead y nuned,

“Thee TRS thingr was the warst fime T've had in my Ufe," savs
Basear, “Bul o=t sy, Peber dldn’ Bend over, He (diln' sedl s
ouit, He was pretty honopabls"

Bat it didn'tc matter With wlmost no eeedlt, Carnlon was in treog-
ble, Btar feed, budpets, amal snnrketiie coats wore oll explisbng,
foredng the compsany Lo fell off the fredgn clghis o 1s Alns fop
birgin-biscment prises Just te get the movies mude <Al those
thimes combined ineant that even thoweh we made s 1ol ol mogsey
on miovies ke T2 or Hasie Dietinet” says Lonwood Splnli, it
walan't o mnbch as it wonld hese becn bedore, Aol we were alwags
bugrovrng [feoes the bunka] ora slngple-flm bisk, ao wa nasded o
hilk ey e to stay afloat.”

Bomehow, Cavoleo did (£ From S to 1, Bassar pulled off Hull
My sisccesses theat staved ol baplorupbey, osaldig ant B o per
Lhat grossest eore than 200 oo, ¥ e seen Muoro et s baef 250



i ne spdin of the ronlette whoel—22 Q ,f Garafca hﬂd

Pliek, 57-1 oeld=—and ral it,” oy £ - survived, it

Szl Tt the way he iz F
Rt that ganhling taols its toll, - P — ﬂﬂufd hﬂlﬁE made
Fnzsnr wis virtually broke—ha 3 " f . b "
il Enabats be's “naob d rich man™— I nd Ep‘E "d ence
and his mood grew ever darkon = =
“Thle inercdibly powoefol, breil- Da-y a"d Tltan":l
Hnk mun weis walcldng s world
Kassir took o denl b Pirramount, where
he wasn't nble to moant o #lngle pleture,
Most of the sisgwe] ol chareter elghts Lo
Curoles’s films went for 358 mallion 1o Canal-
iwho then sokl key portions o Foa, Sony, Mi-
ramax, and MG, Aol the e of Kassar
] Vigna's eompany beemmie symonymais with
lwbis and exeess, Finndly, 18097, aneof the laat
¥ remaining Caroleo assobs cwime p fie iecLbn:
¥ G0 pervent of Tiemanefor £, Everyone considers]
! Fox the favorite—the eommpnns hind o velatlanshis
| ith Tames Carmoran, and T wies alking ol
snaigh money in 159565 tn Y writing sl divectinge the sequel, But two simpirise
Yo the compamy slkont b dlifers derailed them with a ki of 25 malbon: Moo
U AEIRUET R T = worr=negaer saved Kassar and Yaing with 13 Fessar nnd Andy Vijni
commereial aetion o winn |n Canked-on separate vimmtions,” says
sevipt callid s, which hud Puol Verhoeven attachal G diseet azzar, “And sve discided Lo have dinser We were catings u pien
i Sclowarzenenger gob o star Caralen bl been developing the | next to the old barbor, And me and Aoy wore swakling aod oue
prafect for years and had alredy imoested belween 310 mnd $16 mil- friermle, oy v, mosd other peaple were behind us. And 1 lookoed at
Bot in the seript and in etz “I8 wis resdy to go,” remembers Ras- Tim sind =i, 'Andy, you know whot? Why don't we by it sgeing
piir “Thent was unly one thing, Thee badiset. | asked Virboeven, "We I'vegot nethinge to lose, You've gat nothing to lose.” Amd Andy wis
wieres euippeesd to make this movie ot S100 million, Now P'mheaving | Tike, "Why no? Wie did i before.” And that’s how it happenied. ™

erumhble and he was lashing
out,” ramembiers Diean Devlin
S e mican ol Lo came: ot
at youi, bt i diel 18 was pighe
I think hie gt to feclling thal
peeopli e ayrainisd hien ™

I 15, B nesebiad an-
nther mirsele, With Craralen
glise Lo insedvency, he sl
te chooge hebween Lwo
projecte—ane of which
waoilld huve b make

125, What &= the bodmet of this movie?™ And Bl answer was Well, 1 A oo months Leter, Kasear moyed it Vijna's Cinerp offices snd
dlem't ke 3 s 105, 180, ai 1767 1 easd, “Wall than 1 o tell you one 2 Pietores was born, They called the ald pang to kot them knew
ithdrugr, B nol pulng” So stopped £ thry weerrse besed mmncl prialled] Lot s muniey fore thele Tamaisbor bid,
Verdoeven went off to o Shoangivls, wnd Kosspre proealit the oth- [The lion's share cime fom Vajna, bt Kassar kicked inowhat be
i et TE wis i plente meovie called Caftlront ol eould by mortgaging A plece of beach property.) Then they mudy
—_— _ | thefr move—and these jows in Hollywood dropped.
HE CABO L0 BANEEUPPEY WaARNT UEy. JUsr BMia- | Asit twrmed oud, they ldn't chanped a blt. After hiindsiding
rasaing, After the dissster that was Cutthimont fefored— Fox and their odd friend Coméeronr—ani nearly desteoying thair
vieleh coal mmore than SHEmillion and grosssd andy 210 mdl- Felntinnship with him in the procegs—they bought te secomd

Non—all kinds of unpleasant decails eame out, Like how: | bodf of the rights Then they found a new director in Jonathan
Raestibr piitkel lirmsel? £2.96 million amd o befty pereentige of the box Mostow, Cast Armald, Biew a lot af staff up, And mide 31560 mik
affice tn 1064, Hivw Carcioo was paying for i paedenes: Flow T Hin domestizally,
eracieed 1aps paavelnge Mictsss] Diooyrdas $15 million wod to star n the movie Mow T4 is in active development with Mostow and withon
thut snnk e campriy, “A lot of times people would say to me, | Schwirsenegper. They're enmeshed in o breech-al-contract liwsuit
W Rl b T s Hafreus, <10 was simple. We were spemiding with Sharan Stone over hore denl fie Hoisre faatioe? 20 Al Knssar
more Hian we were taking in Anl that’s how a compuny that, | sdds that “multiphe, equully mojer projects” ave on the fst track,

broatgzhid i et the bl dedlies ab the bod offics fizles out, Hae Misshed i gleamming prm when he s this, Hut wonk] you expoct
Thi 1885 Chupdier 11 procesdiigs penerated 350000 papes in amytlitig different?
oot filinges. Vidnas wirt chead regretfully from i, fretting nbosit his W liave miome fun topether” says Kuesar, from the C2 offices,

Formier friemd dnd firioes that it Tad all pone wrong, “Carelee where their desks are onee grain fcing ench other, “T mean, we
ehopkd todiy be moch Bpgrer Lin New Line," in=ists Vgma Lok arcue, we don't agree on a ot of things, Bul IUs HRe o morrisge,

Ak the peseter Srdder Moo, X-Mei, Theminator, ol Reell, Ram wir knaw how to luinidbe ench other 188 boen nimost S0 vears be
fon, iric] S, Y paurnes B Sivs D] lne *Teinds showt it Hsl & T E LA T

thiy besen il S Koo Cismlen going 2 little bt longer, the next-twa Thesy hotls peness o think aboat this

mives wonld have been Mudependence Dy and Titmeie, [Nearhy | “Arywny, says Vaj, breaking the silamce, “let’s hope this all

& bilfon dodlnes inoworlivibe box offiee weorks ol for the heat " m
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