ales from

Depositions in Sharon Stone’s ‘Basic Instinct 2’ ]

ByRoperRT W. WELEGH
P S rWriter

HARON STONE'S legal dispube with
producers Marlo Kassar and Andy
Valria over “Basic Instingt 2" has
ended, A'trial gverted. And the pos-
-aibility that & sequel to the 1992 hrill-
or, "Basic: Instinet,” which rocketed
Btone to stardom, might actually be
made 15 back on the table,

News of a tentative settlement landed just a5
the 48-year-old actres<is in the throes of a pulbilic-
ity ‘whirl tied to Her latest ilm, “Cafwoman,” in
which she plays the villainous cosmetle conglom-
erate queen, Laure]l Hedare.

Driring the lengthy run-up te-trial, both sides
inundated the court with valumes of legal argu-
ments. Among those files wers portions of deposi-
tions given by Stone, Kassar, Vajna and John
MoTiernan, who had been under consideration to
direct the secquel, The excerpts below give a rare
glimp=e into the minds, egos and Hollinwood reol
ities involved in dssembling & film like “Bazie In-
shingt 2

10,000 people were
3
chanting my name.
T Nov. 14, 2002, deposition in San Franeisco,
Stone wes asked by atforneys aboul the firel Hme
whead discussed the possibility of doiitg o Seguel

to “Basio Instinet” and why she thought the movie:
hedBecome a blockinister.

Btone: "Oh, [ don't know, This is 50 crazy, We
were in Cannes, everyone had had teo much
“hampapne; T had gone from being anaetress no
one had ever heard of Lo the most famous person
i theworld in about 20 minutes. Mo, realistically,
im bl 345 hours, We were on the Riviers, 10,000
people were chantlng my name: T was all very
overwhelming. Mario was delirlously happy. He:

was calling me My star, my star? ©

G “What was there about ‘Basic Instinel,! the
original, in your view, that enabled you o turn
yourself from an unknown Into & major starin 34
hourg?”

Stone: “Oh, Ldon't know if we gver really know
what-makes any maovie a hit, But 1 think that fhe
material was good. Michael Douplas is extraordi-
narily attractive as & broken romantic hera: We
had thebeast clnematoprapher in the business do-
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it Mo oWl ] eabdB Ry ahon o banl LAk []dLUEf\J.IJHI."I A LA
became a ditector. So 1L was his greatest moment

in cinematography. Paul Verhoeven isa director of

great mﬁ‘gn:ltudﬂ - And I think thal there wasa
subliminal, sr.rﬂnge qu&ltw to this type of sex and
violence at tHat really strange mnwmnt_ju_ﬁ#. when
the ATDS crisis was scaring people. .. " '

I putup the naked scene,
froze it, took off my clothes.’

& o you believe that the nudity and sex as
portrayed in the il was in part central to lts sue-
eess in the context that you have described?”

Stone: “Well, I think that it broke barriers in
comimercial Aimmaking that had net been broken
before and o a way that had not been broken be-
fore. Never had a star of Michael Douglas’ magni-
tude participated in & m that had that sort of
graphic violenge and sexuality,”

Stone {5 asked aboul whetfier Here was comn. |

cerr about ow Rer breasts and posterior might
ERDET O SOTEET given e present age.

Q: “Did they alse tell you that they would work
with you in terms of lighting and makeup so as to
Improyve your phyaical appearanece as it mighl ap-
pearnudeonthe screen?”

Stone: “Yes, And then I put up'Basic Instinet T'
in my projection room in LoAG put up the naked
seene, froze It, took off my clothes. T had my best
friend come over, stood in front of it and she satd,
“You leok fabulous, you're ready to go. And T felt
Ereat.™

I said, “OK. 'm tmstmg
you with this.” And then you
saw my crotch.’

Stone recalied how she came lo be Silmed with-
out wnderwear in the now-famous shot i in which
FhE UnOTiEses hx.—:rlegs in “Hosic Fastined,”

Stone: ug didn't know whal was happening,
[Verhoeven, the directur] told me that T needed to
tiake my underwe&r off because they were reflect-
ing IjghL and that if we reflected the light off the
underiyvear, you would know I had them on, but it 1
take them off it would just be & shadow and you
wouldn't know, '

“Isaid. 'OK Fm trusting you with this! And
then you saw my crateh. And T didn't know that
until Twas ata screening of the movie, I was pretty
darned surprised.”

“T'ook me the day to talk him
into letting me be nude

in the scene.’

In a Now. 15, 2002, deposition, Stone discussed
whether she fiad ever been requested o aoknow]-
edge in writing that she would appear nude in o
parlicnlar srene,

Stone: “[L's been different from maovie to movie

e e

BREAKOUT ROLE: Stone, who sied for 81
Imstinet, seirher eareen skcimockel pon the el

doto nh

gt bl e 'I_'-"‘""E':

A partial cast of
notable characters

Rertere  FOMICKLOTT A Gelry TR e

MARIO KASSAR ANDY VAJNA
A major figure in A pariner with
Hollipood for Fassar, the pair
decades, asastudio.  produced the
heaﬂ_!-ﬂnd producet, “Rambofilms,

Bi AN GALLUR Gelth Inagey Refters
BEMNJAMIN ALBERT BROOKS
BRATT Stone sald he was
Stone refected i, uneomiorialie with,
JSora deaeting role | n herbeingnudeasa
“Basic Insfinel 2.7 eastarin “The Mise.”

fetdors Agence Fronon-Prese
MICHAEL AARON
DOUGLAS ECHKHART
e “Bosic Drstinet™ Hemede i on Slone’s
sherr dichn’t wend o feepproted " Hsbaf
reprise il parl. cogtar corndidates.

and situation to situation. In ‘The Muse,' forexam-
ple, Thad to talk Albert Brooks intoit, ‘Please, Al
bpert, Twould ke tobe nude inthis scens.” Took me
the day Lo tallk him into letting me be nude in'the
BRENE,

S What would it look like?

= Well, Albert, it would Iook like me naked”

“Hewas very uncomiortable with it

“Tt just. depends on the cireumstance of how it
goes. 5o sometimes if the people are selling the
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the hot seat

awsuit expose just how the Hollywood mind works.
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and the producers sel oul to'costanew mals lead.
Sfone Cd a list of more than 10 aclrors, tncinding
Roberl Downey Jr., Rupert Bverett, Javier Bar-
dem, Gabriel Byrne, Benieio Del Toro, Wiggo Mq_r—é
tensen, Aaron BEckhart, Jide Lo, Bt i'l!r."Gm-i

on the tratl ofa biserual ive piek murdeness, Stmwg '

gror gl Hurt Russell. In their 2002 depositions,
Vajna and Kassar discuss parts of this process.

{

Vajna: T think thers wers very few gctors ap-3
proved by Miss Stone. I think MGM tried to put”
torth atalrly broad list of actors. and they were all |
rejected out ofhand by Sharon, and those wWere 4¢-
tors that would have been O with us and the dl-
rector, or there were actors that just cejected the
rale even belare or even [f Sharon would approve.”

Q: =, There were aclors who were approved
by everybody, meaning the divector, the produc-
ers, Sharon and MG

Vajna: “There were moments intime where ac-
torswers approved by all of us; and then on some
af them Bharon changed her mind. On some of
them the actor refected it."

Q: “Who do you recall was approved by all those
people?”

Vajna: “T think Eurt Russell was approved by
evervhody, even though Sharon had some realres-
ervations and strange comments about him. ..

“Benicio Del Toro was approved by all and he
rejected the role. Benjamin Bratt was approved by
all for a moment In time and then rejected by
Sharon,”

& “How about Vigeo Morensen?”

Vajna: “Vigzo Mortensen had just come off &
long shoot of ‘Lord of the Rings and wanted to
have nothing todo with the motion picture busi-
ness;’" |

Hoasgor said Aaron Epkhart oas -ﬂpprﬂﬁ{,‘hﬁd}.
aboutl the male lead but he turned down the offer. |

Kassar: “We made him a huge offer ¢
Q: “How miuch?" B
Kassar: “T wish I néver have to say it, a lot of
money."

@: “How much?” k
Kasaar: “Six milllon doliars.” I’,
@ “And he said no?? i
Az “He sald no* £

‘She thought that she would
look too old comparedto, ¢
him.’ —




; ~ Rarem Nensow
tmilliion when MGM axed the sequel fo "Basic

aage afithe 1902 thriller and 168 Infamous seene,

SgsinEE ;
.. And a rental car for
my hairstylist

Snagging a atar for a movie involves
more than salaries and points. There
are also “perks.” Sharon Stone
submitted a lengthy list, excerpted
below, detailing what she would require
to star in “Basic Instinct 2.

Travel & expenses: One first-class round-
trip ticket plus six additional firsf-class
rotngd- Arip tlekets for tamily, staff and com-
panions, (A handwritten notation regds: “If
ng use of private jet.”)

Private and securable home acceptableto
Sharon, plus 3200 perweek formald service,
or first-class hotel suite tmust he pl‘esldunﬂu]
suite with two bedrooms) with fax and room
fior nanny and baby, plus $3.500 per week per
dierr,

Iirst-class car with an exeluslve, non-
smoking driver (tobe approved by Sharon) to
and from airports and the set; first-class con-
vertible, sedan retital car for Sharon's per-
sonal use. (A handwritten notation reads:

“réntal car for hairetylist: dresser & makeup
artist can share rental car ifthey agree.”)

Nanny: Three at $1 500 week each
Security: 24-hour armed bodyguard

_Dressing facilities: First-elass; exclusive
pop sout ™ motor home (not & Star Waggon)
with a fifth wheel (i available) and first-class

amenities, and no one receives better facili-
ties: to be equipped with air conditioning,
heni.mg‘, bed, private bathroom, shower, tele-
vision, VCR, mfﬂgerator stove, couch, steren
and a cellular fax machine and cflh:]ar fele-
phone; two separate trailers to be approved
by Sharon for her exelusiyeuse for makeup
and hairstyling and forher nanmy and baby,

Assistants: Two exclusive assistants to be
designated by Sharon; two round-trip eoach
airfares for each Hﬁsisl,anf iftraveling sepa-
rately from Sharon,

Rental phones: 'I‘wu rental cellphones and
two pagers; all phone bills and ENPENEEE (OV-
ered by producer. .

movie based on 1.'.1'!(.‘ fact fhut they have Sharon
Stone naked, they get very, very nervous and they
want it in writing that Twill be naked, . . ."

“Six million dollars.’
‘And he said no?’

When Michael Douglas declined fo reprise his
starring role as o San Francisco police defective

i
In @ May 23, 2003, deposition, Meﬁemam m-; #

called Stone's concern aboul costing Benjamin® |
Brafi, the-costar of “Traffic,” as the male. dead fns

“Basic Mstinel 2.7 (Stone and Bratt ummatery'?"_
wonild appear logether in "‘D-:z!wommn ) .'l":

MeTlernan: *8he gaid that she had met withi I

Benjamin snd that she thought he wasn'ta gu-ud# i
enough actor, Bhe said she was going to call her‘!: {
agent and not approve him, She said she thought s -
thatshe would Took tooold mmpared tohim, t.ha.tj"._'
he would make her look — that he looked toof -
young and consequently it might make her looks
old, She then went on at some length about per-f
haps she shouldn't be doing the mosie at all, thatf |

she was too old, that it was — one couldn't, get

lightning in & bottle twice Now, did ;.rou azk miel
what I sald toher? 1

L ¥es”

MeTilernan; “I tried to encourage herand that]

she shouldn't despair, that she wouldn't in thef
least look too old, and that she should have g Littls

bit of faithin me that T could make her look Iike shef -
worked with him and that he would not look |

younger than her al all, that it would never, ever |
come Up and that she was not in the least too old,
but in fact she was — she was emotionally in far E
bettershape now to play that role, to be that allur-

inf; sexual creature than she was when she did the ~
first movie and that she — you know, that her de--

spair wis nonsense. Bhe didn't agree with me,”

‘Bad old history.’
Hassar was asked if Verfioeven expressed an |
interest in muﬁ:ﬂﬂg the sequel,

Eassar: "At some polnt intime, yes.” =

@: “And did you at some polnt go to Miss Stone:
and ask her i shewould be agreeable to having:
him direct the movie?"

Kassar: “Ves."

Qi “And she safd yes: 1s that right?®

Kassar: “No.” !

©: “She said no?™ }

Kassar: “She said that she has 8 pmblem withi

Mr. Verhosven of the past. She's not sure, there's

‘some bad, old history and T suggested "Why don't! e
you guys have & lunch or dinner, get together and} |

geeifyou canwork things out.”

‘He never made any Sexy g

pictures.’ i

Kazsvarsaid Stone in mﬂﬁ’y upp;meck‘dfhiﬂ?w =
John Frankenheimer, the director of the 1960 po-y |
litical thriller “The Manchurian Candidale,” fob |
fichm the sequel io “Boasie Instincl”™ Bul she
changed hermind, Fronkenheimer fias since died, |

& “Did she tell you why she had ehanged her |
mind?"

Kassar: “Yeq"

Q: “What did she say?"

Kassar: “He never made any sexy pictures or .
all his pictures are with men or something like k&

Lhis”

R i



